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made by the hand, the potter's wheel being unknown. Some 
races, as the Wanyoro, can glaze the ware. Wicker, grass, or 
bamboo baskets, trays, drinking-cups, etc, are made everywhere 
over the country, the patterns varying. Stools are made out 
of a solid piece of the lignum vitse. Milkpots, mortars, drums, 
quivers, canoes, etc, are roughly cut out of a solid log of softer 
wood. 

Salt. A large quantity of coarse, dark-coloured salt is ob? 
tained by the people of the Mountains of the Moon by burning 
certain flag rushes or plants to ashes, and then extracting it by 
evaporation ; others, the Wayogo, take it from the soil. Nowhere 
did we ever procure it good or clean till reaching Unyoro. 

X.?An Outline of the Classification of the Tamid Castes. By 
Simon Casie Chitty Maniegae. 

Read Nov. 10, 1863. 

The Tamuls (or as commonly though improperly denominated 

by Europeans Malabars), are, according to the ancient institutions 
of the country, divided into four principal varunam or tribes: 
the first is called Pirama; the second, Kattriya ; the third, Vai- 

sya; and the fourth, Sutra. 
In the book entitled Sddi'peda Nool, or " Division of Castes", 

the Pirama or Piramaner are represented to have originally ema- 
nated from the face of Piramen (Brahma) ; the Kattriyas from 
his shoulders ; the Vaisyas from his thighs ; and the Sootras from 
his feet. This is but an allegory, but serves to distinguish the 
rank and quality of the respective tribes. 

I. The Piramaner can alone officiate in the priesthood, like 
the Levites among the Hebrews. Though their vedam or laws 

prohibit their interfering in secular employments (requiring them 

solely to attend to religious matters), yet it is not considered de- 

rogatory for them to bear arms, or apply themselves to the peace- 
able arts of agriculture or commerce, provided their special em? 

ployments prove insufficient for their maintenance, 
The Piramaner subdivide themselves into a variety of small 

tribes or orders, denominated after the patronymics of their re? 

spective founders, or the particular mode of worship followed by 
them. 

The following is a catalogue of the severai subdivisions of the 
Piramaner, as far as I have been able to trace them out from 
best informations:? 

1. Vadamer 
2. Piratharnaichehaner 
3. En'ayirattar 

4. Kan'ayirattar 
5. Moov'ayirattar 
6. Varethumer 
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7. Kodi Vadanier 
8. Vadataisa Vadamer 
9. Sholataisa Vadanier 

10. Kaniyer 
11. Veeliyer 
12. Muckaniyer 
13. Savaiyar 
14. Saiver 
15. Vaishnaver 
16. Patter 

17. Choliyer 
18. Alager 
19. Soodher 
20. Coonta Kolager 
21. Apidager 
22. Kaniyaller 
23. Poser 
24. Poonantil Kanacker 
25. Telino;u Piramaner 

The Rev. Phillippus de Melho, in his Dutch manuscript en? 
titled A Table of the Malabar Castes (of which I have been 
most kindly favoured with an English version by the Rev. Joseph 
Knight of Jaffna), has only noticed the three following distinc- 
tions among the Piramaner, perhaps under the idea that all the 
other classes are comprised in them. 

1. The race of Agni, or the worshippers of fire. 
2. The race of Gassyappa, or the worshippers of Siva. 
3. The race of Baradwaja, or the worshippers of Vishnu. 

II. The Kattriyas constitute the royal tribe of warriors. The 

kings (who in primitive times ruled over the Tamul nation 
in Dravira) were all of this class, as none but they could 

aspire to regal authority. They divided themselves into three 
distinct branches or stocks, of which the first assumed the title 
of Charen, the second that of Cholan, and the third that of Pan- 
ciian ; ancl they governed separately over three independent king- 
cloms. The Charens ruled over the country called Malayalam, 
Malaywar, or Malabar (extending along the western coast of India, 
from Cape Comorin to the river Chandragiri), and pretended that 

they were the descendants of Agni'dwa, or the genius of fire; 
while the Cholans, who governed over the country called Chola- 
mandalam or Coromandel (extending along the east side of the 

Bay of Bengal, from Point Calymere to the mouths of the Kislma 

river), traced their origin to the sun; and the Pandians, who 

governed the country called Pandi-mandalam or Madura (in the 
Southern Carnatic), claimed their descent from the moon. 

According to the opinions of the Singhalese, and from what 

appears in their writings, Singha Cumura, the founder of their 

dynasty, was the son of a Cholan, who married the daughter of a 

Pandian, whence the race of the sun and moon became happily 
united in the sovereignty of Ceylon. The Singhalese, though 
forming a distinct nation, and differing in their religion, language, 
and manners from the Tamuls, had no kings of their own caste, 
their sovereigns being always Tamuls, and according to Lord 
Valentia* and Mr. Joinville,-f- "a Singhalese cannot be king of 

* Lord Yalentia's Travels, vol. i, p. 279. 
t Asiatic Researches, vol. vii, p. 420. 
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Ceylon; that is, every person born of a Singhalese father or mother 
is excluded from the throne." 

The Chacravattis, or kings of Jaffnapatam, were also Kat- 
triyas, sprung from the stock of a Cholan by a Brahmin woman 
from Manaway in Ramanadeporam, and thence they took upon 
them the ambiguous title of Aria vangsam, to signify both sides 
of their parentage; for the word arian is applied in Tamul 
equally as a title to the Brahmins as to the Cholans. 

The Maddapalliar, who are an extraordinary race of people 
found in the province of Jafferapatam alone, properly speaking 
belong to the tribe of Kattriya, and may be compared in some 
respects to the Bandarres among the Singhalese. They are de? 
scended from the offsprings of the Chacravattis, though not by 
their queen consorts, but by the ladies of their harems. Respecting 
the etymology of the word Maddapalliar, people are much di? 
vided. The Velaler, through motives of jealousy, derive it from 
the term Madapalli, or "kitchen," where they say it was the 
duty of the mothers of the Madapalliar to attend; but according 
to the way the Madapalliar deduce their name, they take it from 
the word Madappam, which is an epithet generally applied by 
the Tamuls to any village that has the presidency over five 
hundred smaller ones, their ancestors having been the chieftains 
of such villages in former times. 

in. The Vaisyas compose the nobility of the land, and, accord? 
ing to the classification made by the Rev. Father J. Beschi, on the 
authority of Vira Mandalaven, and other ancient lexicographers, 
they are divided into three distinct tribes or casts, viz.:? 

1. Thana vaisyas, or merchants. 
2. Poo vaisyas, or husbandmen. 
3. K6 vaisyas, or herdsmen. 

The Thana Vaisyas are commonly called Chitties, and the fol? 
lowing are the variety of small tribes which they comprise:? 

1. Chitties 
2. Vellan Chitties 
3. Cavery Chitties 
4. C6metty Chitties 

5. Pattanoolkara Chitties 
6. Chittakattu Chitties 
7. Cholapurattoo Chitties 

The Poo Vaisyas are commonly called velaler, from the velame, 
or cultivation which they attend, ancl the names of the small 
tribes which they comprise are in order as follows :? 

1. Karakattoo velaler 
2. Cholya velaler 
3. Kodikal velaler 
4. Tuluwa velaler 
5. Pandarattar 
6. Nymar 
7. Odear 
8. Kontaha velaler 

9. Savala velaler 
10. Ketti velaler 
11. Nattampadi velaler 
12. Agampudi velaler 
13. Marawer 
14. Kaller 
15. Palli 
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The K6 Vaisyas are commonly called Idayer, and they clivide 
themselves into three small tribes, viz.:? 

1. Malay Idayer 
2. Valay Idayer 
3. Chivizar Idayer 

IV. The Sootras, on whom devolve all the lower offices of life, 
are bouncl to serve the preceding three classes of Vaisyas during 
their festivals, whether joyful or mournful, and they are in? 

capable of raising themselves to any superior rank. 
Before I proceed to give a list of the severai subdivisions or 

classes of the Sootras, I have to observe that, on examination, 
many of these classes appear to have originated from the inter- 

marriages of the original tribes in time beyond memory, and 

forming separate castes in progress of time. The particulars are 
enumerated, and recorded in the Sddipeda Nool, Dlierma 

purana, Zatimala, Soodha, Sa.ngeeta, and other works, and per? 
sons desirous of acquiring information upon the subject may 
refer to them. 

The Sootras are distinguished by Mr. Melho into two separate 
branches or orders, the one including all the tribes of domestic 
servants (koodimakkal), and the other all the tribes of lower 
servants (velli makkal). 

The domestic servants are eighteen in number, and in order as 
follows:? 

1. Navider, barbers. 
*2. O'cher, heralds who announce weddings and deaths. 

These five classes are commonly 
denominated kamtnaler, i.e. 
craftsmen, and have the title of 
assary annexed to their proper 
names. 

3. Koller, blacksmiths 
4. Thattar, goldsmiths 
5. Kannar, brass founders 
6. Thachcher, carpenters 
7. Sipper, masons 
8. Valay er, game keepers. 
9. Paner, tailors. 

10. Checu vanyer, oil millers. 
*11. Elay vanyer, betel venders 
12. Chumam vaniyer, lime burners. 

*13. Kavel palli, watchmen. 
*14. Poomalaykarer, flower sellers. 
^15. Vettian, who burn dead bodies. 
16. Kosaver, potters. 

*17. Veeracoodiyan, who blow chanks. 
18. Vannar, washermen. 

The town servants are in order as follows :? 

*l. Salupper, woollendrapers. 

* The classes thus marked are not to be found in Ceylon. 
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The different tribes of fishers and 
boatmen. 

2. Parawer 
3. Karrear 
4. Pattanaver 
5. Meen palli 
6. Sempadaver 
7. Timiler 
8. Mookwer 
9. Paramber 

10. Vader, huntsmen. 
*ll. Mutchiar, painters. 
12. Kooraver, basket makers. 

*13. Iruler, woodmen. 
*14. Aripper, sifters. 
*15. Urraikarer, scabbard makers. 
*16. Marutuver, medical practitioners. 
*17. Thather, stage players. 
*18. Kalayer, rope dancers. 
*19. Yalpaner, musicians. 
*20. Parikulatter, horse grooms. 
*21. Mawooter, elephant keepers. 
22. Chandar ) 23. Kadeyer > The different tribes of palra-wine drawers. 
24. Nalawer J 

*25. Eclaver, spirit distillers and brewers. 
26. Sajakarer, dyers. 

*27. Upparawer, pond diggers. 
28. Uppalawer, salt manufacturers. 

*29. Sader 
30. Saniyer 
31. Saliar 
32. Kaykoller 

*33. K61iyer J 
*34. Mar'aver, makers of dry measures. 
*35. Paivaniyer, mat makers. 
36. Chiviar, palanquin bearers. 

*37. Valluver, soothsayers. 
38. Sakkiliyer, shoemakers. 
39. Parriar, tom-tom beaters. 
40. Paller, ploughmen or bondsmen, attached to the soil in the 

southern part of Malabar and Coromandel. 

Besides the foregoing divisions and subdivisions into tribes 
and castes, the Tamul nation in general is divided into two 
factions, denominated Valang-ciyer, or right-hand castes, or 

Idung-caiyer, or left-hand castes, the former comprising all the 

agricultural tribes, and the latter all the trading and manufactur- 

ing tribes. These parties are stated to have originated in the 
time of a certain king of Cholamandalum, and are kept up to 
this day. It has often been the cause of bloodshed in their 

vindicating with a fanatical fury the privileges and prerogatives 
of their respective castes. 

The following is a statement of the different coats of arms, and 
other honorary marks of distinction belonging to some of the 

castes, among the four principal tribes, and is translated from the 
H 

The different tribes of weavers. 
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12th Part of the Dictionary entitled Siddmani Nigan'du of 
Virrd Mandalaven. 

Names of the 
Castes. 

Charens 
Cholans 
Pandians 
Piramaner 
Chitties 
Velalas 
Parawer 
Karreyar 
Madapalli 
Timilu 
Kammalu 
Mookwer 
Palli Villi 
Marawer 
Kurawer 
Idayer 
NaVider 
Vannar 
Parriar 
Kaykoller 

Name of their 
Country. 

Calicut 
Cumbaconam 
Madura 
Varanasi* 
Caverypatnam 
Tondemandalam 
Aydtti2 
Kuru 
Tavi 
Sindu 
Mant63 
Cosalam 
Pannadi 
Sattroc 4 
Cambai 
Twaraca 
Velli giri 
Valaway5 
Caruvoor 
Canjivaram 

Chaplets of Flowers 
worn by them. 

Tala6 
A'ti7 
Nimba8 
Padma9 
Seeragam10 
Cuvalaya 
Cadamba n 
Candal 
Padma 
Champaca12 
Valliam 
Punnei 
Tondei 
Mullei 
Padma 
Tulasi 
Condei13 
Tumbei14 
Padma 
Cadamba 

Figures or Emblems which 
are emblazonecl on 

their Flags. 
A bow 
A tiger, rampant 
A fish, naiant 
A swan, volant 
A lion, rampant 
A ploughshare 
A peacock, close 
A fish, naiant 
A bull, at gaze 
A bull, at gaze 
A monkey, rampant 
A swan, displayed 
A star 
A red flag 
A bow 
A kite, displayed 
A razor 
A white flag 
A white flag 
A cumin flower 

XI.-?On the Commixture of the Races of Man as affecting the 
Progress of Civilisation* By John Ceawfued, Esq., F.RS. 

APEICA. 
I continue in this paper the subject of the Commixture of 
Races, beginning my illustrations with the continent of Africa. 

The narrow strip of land which lies between the Mediterranean 
and the Great Desert, and which is irrigated from the range of 
the Atlas, has a fertile soil, with a climate nearly the same as that 
of Southern Europe. Its aboriginal inhabitants, fair men compared 
with other African races, speak a language differing from all other 
known tongues. These people, still numerous in the mountains, 

I Benares. 2 Oude or Ayodhya. 3 Mantotte, near Manar. 4 Ramisseram. 5 Vallavay in Managampattoe. 6 Borassus flabelliformis. 7 Banhinia tomentosa. 8 Melia azadirachta. 6 Nelumbium speciosum. 10 Cuminum. 
II Mauclea orientalis. 12 Michelia. l3 Poinciana pulcherrima. 14 Justicia ecbolium. 
* These papers were read at different meetings of the Society, but it has 

been thought advisable to print them together and consecutively. The 
last was read on the 8th of Deecember, 1863. Ed. 
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